





ian — what ae you ding” 

heard my seers aqoeaky voce fom, my 
Iodroon dowry. 1 droped another de ty 
tet the lar cge Pate pint ink ong 
shat ut and agpd 

“am. Je Hy meet” 1 rare to 

what eye dmg” Kae epotd 

1 tarond fo the door. Ta practising the 
iain Tal her 

Kae ede gusta fac. °No, youre et 
‘Youre feting at used” 

“Dut ling ey age. yp a 
ra 6) ent n nach? Yom, 





“She yaroed "i at tires epi 





Amand Kats win, stoped ita there 
fat ot ire. citer” she deled. “And 
ster i Mary len, Marys wae wo 
ay up tl magne” 

Termaned “Get lary ten out ef my room, 
lease Tid troop ited Seth, 

“Mary-iln ean go wherever the want” 
‘mancn ones 

“ary lem Jos Hee you, Jian” Ki 
tnd Sith x seme.“ hon ow and the 

"Wl T hae Mary-bn” 1 erie. “Get her 
at iy oot” 

“Tes now. ote ogo aby a 
steyearald sists. But Team alp I ealy 
‘shee Mary len 

er since Da bought Mary tsa hoes, 
ie ere th Zina bus has bw ic 

‘Mary leaf huge dal amet stall a 
the twin Sho fae ary bron: balr msde 
(ut of mop yarn. A red, hearshaped auth, 
‘Wited up fn a siek grin. Seunge valet 
‘lore glee eps And oly Wedd es 
ltd on br round ebecks 

"The dll a loror—bat the pice rat har 
se hid itr. Toy dren up the ela these 
Sloth, Thy talk be. They ong tober Thy 
Detod to led har. And they drag be every 
thee they ee 

"hay are moc ort Mary El has they 








———_ 


fet me. At ight, 1 plan herb things Fi 
(lg we do to dae disgusting a 

“Aranda sung the ig dl over be boa, 
‘page wean ty op i 
lipped another okey Ay int Petey’ open 
mouth dont think Mur sn Dal are at 
‘bi, uly dl sys” rept 

"The pila turned ad seta wo lav, “Yous 
ferry Kate warned me. Vou sry 0 
were ay to May len” 
“aren sys youl be sorry” Amand 
eld, The dlls big heed bouneed on her 
‘hacer a abe walked ote the rom, 
lame the doors and le oat lag 
sgh Why donne have tobe any 


tog! 

1 ished fting Petey. Then called fe 
feende and talked fr wl, trying Yo make 
lana fr he wkend. 

‘fal aleep around eleven thirty. reamed 
boot my found Haren Coan 1 dronmed 
{at and el. We were fing ve 
Schos an all our rads were amaze 

“Asharp CLICK pled mo fom my dream. 

‘ke op wit started gna. Aad eine 
{ate the dares of 00m. 

Thad another mete CLICK, And then & 
sharp seeping and 

‘A tvry Hinde dashed ia the darko 





ain Abad? 
‘Wha lng a? T wondered 
Teed tome, To late 
‘The ade revoped om to my ht 
1 tt to aoa, 





{hat ot both hands. tra ogra he bade. 





hi 1 erabbed the scinors fom Kate's 
‘ana 


"Te gis aro always playing hori eck on 
ime, Bit never anything a8 hore a8 thi, 
‘Mhatever gave you the en Taptces. 
"Mary len id you nox bart,” Kae 





‘eds wl pay you back th promi 
Twill pay you back” 

“hey by sighed and turned olan 

Hoe what ging to Ted far 
oman ging to give Mary Hen shart 
Teng toca of hr a 

"aac that ati rept 

‘Youll be mcr” Amanda ded 

‘hey lipped bock to tir roo down the 
all Te tak me ary to get bck to sleep 
‘Maghe Clue the delle ead of ad 

Ut certeinly would improve hor 








(On Saturday aerneen, I wasup in my ra, 








‘Te to aot The to Kati and 
eget chant “Tie a ga Tae 





“lian, ve vou frgtien abut faking your 
‘ines the Lite Taste” she Comat, 

Oko led "had forge” 

Wes go, Td promised the ins 7 eke 
‘them fo ee he veatlaguist show at the 
Saturéy matinee, 

“Yeu hae otako us” Kati sues. She 
‘ugg my wr se hard, my sul ead 

‘fon have a Amanda pnt 

“Bat Tm meeting Haran protested So 
‘Mum. Hatrson lives dwn the ak. Weve 
een best onde ere ee I sade Bien 9 
‘whale tel mud sn at grade 

‘oa was fre gear as 80 ar, Hares 
Ie dane amphing to py me buck. Tike 
2c wating fr Un right ee 

‘Mo sqinced rd a me Her no-onaense 
Jenk "You pense ther, ad ne ong 
theese abe ordered 

‘The int exploed in defen coer. 

‘Take Feraen with you” Mam add," 
sane oy the ow” 

"Ya Ofcourse Abt a8 much a ening 

“Murs squinied te even ade, “isn. 
yu want to make money wtrtainng Kd st 
‘ny paren — phe” 

Rishi 

Se mayt soll got ome gr dens 6 hie 
show Me asd 





TTA ba or my lp! Kati 
“Ko. bo het Anne sae 
im ot taking hr Tied laced at 
the eck n the natelpiee. "Put the dal down 
gnlovs ge," Tei eked up yng 
“Amanda didn more She bogged he ig 
a Teo gone ales Marlen oes 
oor 


= | 


‘on nat gine, ether” Kati croak in be 
vera le 

Okay okay"Isighed. could wo chat 1 wae 
st oie on this angusient “You cas bing 
‘hel 

‘hey beth cheered. Tay love winning, And 
since they are nat brats and slmont sa 
‘in, they hae tof pacing 

‘Adeattaing sounds rhell ce ave 
‘ote the rom “What tha? U ed 

“You know. Ws jour dn om rp. 

Aneto shel whine made re eve ny er, 

“Tide down in hie workshop” Mum god. 
Bul sening saya ha celle tabl® 

“Hes heen bldg that table fr wie 
ented 

“Tm surest will be begutifal whon is 
finished” Mom plnced at th ode “Youre 
swaly ging ob ae 

“Cone on, out” Tad Let ge and ee 
‘ina 

"Mary an ts” Katie remind me 

“Tse. now” Lpraned. 

‘She swung the bg dell sound. Her baa 
asi hand lap me he fe, Hey 1 
Sed outa 

“arya dd Not me” Katie sid 
Se stuck out be tong te, 

‘Tearlon was Jt walking the diva. 
ek very bi, Not hubby deat br Big head 
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“When dows it star? When doc stare” The 
tina bounced im thir seta. Mary Blen 
“anced on Kati ap Se emsng to the ade, 
sd pot out of ay das he 

‘We ind great sea in the cntt othe tind 
to. gneed rand. Tu Lite Portree 
old cna. Now fs ust iy or de 
aye 

“The wide stage roe above we with it faded 
sd cura The ld nema had bed te 
Thlcnies a the back. But sow they ele 
‘ft The rt ofthe wets ae thor fro be 
ea, But th hs da sem to mind 
‘andra af Bile kid jams he thet 
‘They wee all shouting and bouncing wp nn 
dow, ise Kao and Amando, age fr 
Sowieeat 

‘fw re Bind wm tl eid it 
teas eng ber eyo ey n'a right Set 
Tow aweater as being raged up the se by 











Wo have o practi our act I tle hi. 

Sean to be ral funny 6 ay it ob nd 

‘Mrs Henly spaying me try dale” 
“Payag ws try dllgh” Hara ered 


We dot huve enough poporn! Kati nter- 
pte, “ary en neds ber ows be. Goa 
fet dian Hur She peaned tel 

ln ake any me, et 
Get that uely thing aay from oul” 1 
strlhed I slapped Mary En arom the fe 
‘The dls hon snapped back 

iat, Kate ple the dll down into ber 
tap. Sho tered at teat ato ter 
‘omen 

“sic Marea fom the Iowdepnkers, “Bays 
and gt, ladve and geement” a deep wee 
Iomed. ‘lene weleone Jinxy OJenee end 
Ipod end Stapp” 

"The moni swelled eid ll apo 
sn cre. Grind bowing the vat 
‘ust walled out in fnt Ue ed cota, 
‘irae his dun os arm 

“Finny O'Famor dropped deve. ca. the tll, 
ston in the centre of th stage. He Was Seung 
‘is akin look moch eer than the loca 
‘tyler we ge dhe ine 

‘Big und bron abldered, he woro a Bade 
tude weatar ve sk rues. Head 


u 








"im fo eau do that” Jimmy a “You 
ou nd ar ery sone” 

‘Sitpy ted hited. “Very clone finds? 
iw due Can you give me ie?” 

‘Tao thinks" Simy woe 

Wy nol Slapy demanded in a tay 

“T doat want to get splntrs!” Jimny 

‘The te ll laughed. Katie and Amecde 
onght thet ra ery ay 

‘Shady, Sippy eer changed. “You dont 
wat to Kismet Wel, 1 dn want to eso, 
Sither. Hare a ride for you. Jiminy” be 
{Rondel eae out grff an ae 
‘Wats tho aterencetesween sian ee 
pure 

—T det ew,” omy stamered, 

“dent, thr” Sap bared. 

‘Tho kisi the audience igh Bat Esa 
Rua’ eal tie, Prom out nko seta 
‘oul Se ade of sweat fren bs fread 

“slappy be. nice” he saad. “You 
‘ori re you wldn® deh” 

“slr another rile fr goa, Jimmy” the 
unin erie 

“Ne plese. No mare rion” the veil 
quit pled He eudely kd ely pet 
Thee it was allan ace But why wae Sime 
(mes pretending tow arr? 





“Lamow. 1a” Sloppy exaimed He ren 
back shod! sd pened hi mouth na ere 
cor 

"ate and Amanda were on the ee of thir 
seat, leaning oer th pst in feat 0 them, 
‘oping Tsrsed and aw the Haren 
Inughig two. 

“hie tam ie really fanny Haran sd 
‘That dummy at Bad aie” 

"es Tsuppene Trop 

‘You cn en ace the veaeegust pe 
mora? Haron nid pretty ameaing™ 

“Thmuny, you wold be om te dalla i. 
‘Stappy war saying. “Because your fice i all 
‘sreen and wrinkled” 

“The twin lange and lapped the eats in 











‘Slappy leant down towarde ary.Keo, 
prety” held the dal “Pretty 


dione luge ard. My ite asters 
9 


ida Lag, Katie struggle to old up the big 
on. 


“So youre twine, bub” Slappy growls, 
‘what do you eal ourselves The Grecome 
Daosome™ 

‘lappy throw back his head and It out 
‘ighltebed gale A few def the sudince 
Jughed But ost them didn think that was 


“T'bet you share everything, dont your” 
‘lappy sald» my titers “Which one of you 
‘using Ue rain wot 

‘Slappy lughed oqain. Jimmy grabbed him 
sith both hands and shea htm "Stop 1, 
‘lappy he seromed angrily. “Siopinvuking 
thea 

“They lve it Slappy elared. “They lve 
mem aad bata yout 

leant forward, my heart pounding. Katie 
‘and Arnande Taked realy ahepey. Why wes 
‘the veotrlogist making Slappy say thooe 
‘uty tinge them? 

Beside fo, Hurrisen was laughing ard 
“Ths man fa et! e ecard, 

“Ton think is very funny” Yeonfssed, 

Girls 1 think you're aot ik Niagara Fala” 
Slap growled. 

Kate’ and Amanda exchanged confured 
lances 

“Slappy, you say thee lke Niagara Falla, 


‘the waterfall” Sims asked. “Why do 
“Way do you sy 


“Thoyro both bi dig” Slappy erie. 

That's nt very nse” Kato preated. 

‘The audience grew sea. 

"Girl, think youd btiar go back to your 
seats” Jay Ome sid shaking bls oa, 
“Slapy ann avery good mcd today.” 

“The ils tured and hurried lf tho stage 
Katie tnpped and nearly dropped Mary-Eles 

“Get pour doll a flea eal” Slappy ealed 
ner tern 

"Toga pushed thet way bac through tho 
row and plopped into thelr eas. Katie eeowed 
fngrly. Amanda shook her head. I dsl 
she was blhing 

‘Kate lant over to tall to ma, “That was 
“realy nase whispered 

"Be wat funy.” Amanda added. 1 ould 
‘sce tarde form in the corners of her eyes 
STIs a embarrased” 

ST want embarrased. was oat angry. 
“ate weniger 
“Two tarps rolled dwn Amandss checks. 
‘Kate never et But Amanda eric fou lat 
‘tt ber funny. 

‘Thats Jost hie ac.” T tld them. “Some 
people ink incults are funny. IFT was p tere 
‘in Slay eaid thas things about me, you'd 
“Tnogh sour heads oft” 


a 





‘Thy didn reply. Thy sited bac in thir 
‘ire, and we watch the rat ofthe show 
‘Amanda stared up at Ube stage, frowning, hor 
fens econ cer be chat Kat begged 
Maryn tightly. Neither gel sled once 

Harrison was the enly ope who seemed to 
‘enjoy the chow. “Being a ventriloquist ec ike 
fn? he told me. You get any horrible things 
'o pople — and everyone blames She dummy? 

‘The venteaquist faiohed in ack with 
tong. Ho sang one line, ad then Slap song 
the ether 

“Tat ll show our appreciation fr Jimmy 
(O'Jares an his funy Bend Slappy™ a voice 
roomed tom offstage. 

“Breryane clapped and cheered, Bveryoe but 
‘ate and Amanda. 

‘Then we rare to make our way along the 
row to the male Kati and Amand Id the 
‘ny. "Sorry you did enjoy the sham Tid to 
thera, 


“Were going to tll that ventriloquist bes 
ast." Katie declared. 

“Bncuae me?” Ie was so nosy in the big 
‘heatre, Twas sure heord ber carrey 
“Were going to tell him he shoulda do that 
‘tw Ms" Amanda i, 

“Tie ian funny at all” Katie complained. 
“Aad we tink be shoul say sory” 

“No, wit Tatar 


he way inthe eroded ile 
‘wa sing fr the exits The is 
the other way and soced towards tho 


Vern. “dn think Lats a god 

Hey — Kats? Amanda? Come bet” 

ae saw then pall open a ite doe at 
the stage and diappenr behind it. 


1 tapped shor. Harrison bumped right into 
“low Ho's o big was ke being bumped 
soue yan lpn 

"Sorry he malerad. “Where id your sitors 
pointed othe door beside the stage 

‘Bat everyone is earng!™ he eid 

Phy want totale wothe velit Ita 
him T hd to shout over the load voiees of 
the Kix. Two lite bays eeonted in front of 
te, making Karate chope at each ater as they 


rab the sleve of Harrison's Tir. 
come oe. Helps Ba them," Tei 

1 topped him tothe door nod pled it open. 
‘We bath ted to g through at once and got 
jiamed together in the doorway. 

“aver you td enough comedy for one 
day Tall 


Py 


ara they™ 1 xed. My voles econ 


colt hve gone lar” 
= Katia? Arno? Harris calle 


‘omaye ding thia to mel" T 





don't they have any light Back here?” 
‘lemanded. °K this ie the stage 





"Tis ea be te stage entrance” Haren 
mated 

“et? Amanda?” 1 abreked, “Theyre 
prbably hiding eld Haroon. Tm ging to 
‘i cho ths tie real | 

arriaon eoddenly graded my arm. 
“allan duc 

lowered my hod. More cates hang down 





te je Tk we woe ug 


Amanda” called “Youd bt ot 
oma” 

agih Lai ter hala 

nd I stopped and stress both 

"The hall hat ed to the eight wat 

i Tarte a ed the way Yost —bat 
ard vies 9 te ter Hal 

lit up Tsai pnd to ho ight 

hat som fy fie them, deg rs 








beh amstage Yo ely hart ne Tenn 
Youur mes 

"Your foc: Marte s* the dommy anal 
‘ck 

‘Wha gene 0 har? I wondsrd. I nk @ 
tog ose Leased atthe dora 

"Poy vealy seed toe arguing. But that 
va inp! 

‘ny on eur as the ventrlouist ing 
mH 

‘limmy O'ames tole « lang drink fom @ 
fate east Tt you do thie” he 
tateed “Thar tote bo 

The damm tet ot ew growl “Sp thi” 
he grate 

“fit to my shack, the dummy swung bie 
raha 

is wondea fit sled agsnat the ven- 
telugu es 

“Simm Oar wagered ack, He grabbed 
imo, Bod tnd dows his chin 

‘ah ingen aman The damy ad 
ren hints ody tal 

‘Somting i rong Hee, a ysl 

Something is vry wr 





‘The veal ope bulged 
"Toe dummy turned to Slapoy's mouth 
roped open, Toes is Boo droped ad hi 
‘ale boty silage 

Shemp Once wt Slag down ona tbl, 
‘thon be tase ack me it se Jo 
‘hore? he eid Hic dark oon tio se le 
(gab s Uae of the eae wiped his 
ing os 

‘fie he ht you Catammere, pnting at 
spe 

"Trae he weneaquet glanced at lap. 
‘en aon his had". Ho dd it me He 
‘gpa rom my sr, abs band bpd inte 
cerThate a” 

ot bt Lea you arin” Leptin, 
slimy O'Jemoe sniggred. "Twa just 
rehering, ust procting. Tm ding master 
‘haw wth Sapyy tonight” He dad at his 











“eiving Marys den” Katie repli 
‘She nd Arma eld the ig dl wp to the 
fountain and aged eater om hrf, 

“You abuldt have ron aw C sda 

‘ke aida) We walked” Katie naistd 
ie got I ia lag tonal A ead up 
tere 

Tyrabbed each a them by a ar, “Came on 
ate ge bam 

“Hut Mary en eel enki” Amanda 





realy tap The owerbead Hab were din 
"Have you mem Harrison Take 

“Hewat talking 16 seme pple” Amand 
eparted Sh altng the big dll over ber 
‘Moule, Te dll on was depp wet 

“tHe probably mt cone onda Tsui 
came am Late 

eo than othe Dairy Queen on the canner. 
‘Wo tnd homlatevaila twin comes They 
ade meaner Mary en te 

"We cat ns hth in te comand they 
pretend to fed her Ty ta 


MaryHlen the whole tie aod sever oid 9 
onde, 
‘Do you tndertand hy Tate that dl? 


“The gla haved to nd Mum. vas wo ad 
= 


to ges mn im tho Tae my aint the 
Tring, 

“And sapped wih a ep. 

Slap wasting on the sof 


{at out a cary ay 

“How show did you get are? Taam 
mere 

"The dummy siaed tack ot mo wih that 
roe sea those cad je 
"Dien be anigerd he nu started oly, 
toe ee ead. 

1 eaped This es happening ld mye 
rtaon popped wp om eid he a Bs 
dusk eyes faba eetlly He wa gaan 32 
fr, oud his fae would brent! 
“lan, i yu really tak We Gury woo 

reentry 

“No. Of nurs nat” Bed 

“Than wy ad yeu talk to Rai” Marion 
kad 

“Tenge wp to th mf. “Where di you got 
(thing Terie “What ihe dang bewe™ 
te fled se hose” Harsco. 
Xo. Tally Tite 





“arioe droped down on he arm of he 
sofa He pushed hw dom and Sapp 
foie sie. 

at he henry, Een ne ed rom cook” 
‘larva bogus “Tony were working om the 
Hage crew, Heiping eat backstago a the 
enlngust bow. Lule Sod your sere 
‘So bung ont with thos fr awe” 

"a fant, “Then what?” T always takes 
Haron yar tell ve minae set 

‘Herrzon pike wp the dummy shiny bac 
so, Tn bee llc to the al“ et 
looking for you sctnae, "But Tela 
find you. Truppoce sou rnd et" 

“a bat take tho gil fr errean.* 1 

So ned to my frends eae more. Thea 





1 aged mynd bak a bards Te Bot 
‘he wooden je it ito ny Hn 

Or Hap me” Teri. 

[aed my fe alan strug to pall 
en the dummy’ shin My trapped end 
‘heed with pal 

“Tout Hele thi” I moaned. 

‘Bop pulling? Heron ordered, “Sian, 
top ora mone.” 

‘He rnched nroms ma and grabbed the 
tury fee wit ath band Then be pull 
‘he mot pen, wie enough fre to iy 
‘nd ot. 

TT fold you he was broken” Harrison 

Tebcok my hand, trying to sks away the 
pul Thad dow pple tech sack Whore 
Bedomg had Been me 

"ow. Tht ws fre” Ldecared, examining 
my band, nT more seeped am 





1 staria to vad the arange words 08, the 
tiny apo paper: "Narra marr odo" 

"Yilnn te fr dinner Ma wl ang 
us fae to dining oom. 

4 dn nah reading the strange words 
‘hry Gat tent Tol Haein Latte te 
‘ipa paperback int Shon ak pocket. 

"ama on, inn ~ before pts cal” Mase 

"Gaming" Label 

‘aries wo stnighteningSlpn’= bw ta, 
1 nated hewn Belg eee keep is 
‘ange way from the ama’ uh 

“Tley 1 have at dea” be sx. “Your dad 
loves repair projects — gh IFT leat Sapp 
‘hse, dou thik he mig x in” 

Tetra. hand st the grinning: dumny. 
“agin Treplied“Teal ak him” 

Cull Thanks, lien” Hara nt Slap 
demon the st Than be buried home 

T neppod inate dager — and tout 
sss ney cy "Not gin 

"Toe twins ne propped p Marys in ho 
habe me Tony both ised They knew 
{ivi beving ot nest to tha bi, ty dll 
dinner, 

ewe bav have that ching athe able” 
1 ed io a8 Da 

‘Da shred He eas buy trying t pall a 
sre pnt ome hs hums He refue t 





Yo tal te our aur” Kato noun “Yoo 
‘alk that gras er al the tne” 

And Manele seer than Tear? 
Amc declared 

"Punt waned you fo pose the salt? 1 
ers. 

Tate rowed her hands oer be ar. “Stop 
cling! abe whine. “Mary Elon dow ike 


joling 

That fart Maryn’ car,” Amanda 
sed "Agog to Mary ies, si.” 
“Yeah Apologia to Mary Elis” Kato init 





“aAAAagooH” 
{emlan tae fe any mare Tlt ota sera 

mace I rated Mary Eley big had —and 

‘Bored dwn oto her pat of maearni, 


‘Air diner, erie Sippy up 10 rome, 
Aindeat dat my dtd some arene 
Dut coast contrat Tle the dummy 
fate, neyo. And apt lang 
tiered pi, 

"nny ned the dome sce the wall 
‘mat elged ite 1 some west. Thon T 
Caled ome fends sn cated for a wile 
‘Thea Ie toed 

"Bor oul ip Tap thinking bout he 
‘ering at dinner and how furious Guy made 
fae They drove re Bane with that dl 


a 





Whois down? I wondered. Aro Mum 
snd Dad oil op? 

T pte my hiro my febosd, Gripe 
‘he basinter I znde my way Gown the re 
the way. 

“Agta ard the sft ude of tsps an 
tne ake th ving em oe. 

ds hee?” whipered. “Who be dows, 

Tainted nt the dk livingroom 

‘Ande one ser otaring back st me. Stang 
nd withost moving, witout inky. 

“ys thar? epeated, te words cashing 
sn my throat. 

Ss 


ts 

‘My hand fumbled agnns ce wall until 1 
oad the light ete T ck on the ening 
1a. 

"Ad saw Slap siting in an armchair, Me 
tage eated His hands were ded peter 
sie. 

"HTah™ My mouth dropped ope. stare 
scr te om 8 Bi. 

“Rad then he growled "Go Bock ep” 





nine i an marie et 
net ye ote 
Sosa wets wae yu? ae 
— 
| "heh puke sacs a maar 
aed he nn fo Sane. 
iSeries te 
vee 
Tt cog Int ay De he 
ssh set Tey are 
se eon bt 
Stead chet fetta ee 
‘site "te cj seeing” Ka 
canta aegee 
“eh opr” Andean br p> 
Piano 
Ril ao ae ta” 
|) Beste hp yt po bin 
otters 
Cig wnen da ak He 
ote a te ste et 
Teil retreats me 
‘Sealed 
‘ate ine 
\|_Borsaistasesy tas" 
south te 
|] MSE pein many sem 

















“| 


A chlo Monday, Harrison case running 
(ip tee nthe cafeterias yout du fet 
‘lappy be demands. 

“You have pant beer on your in” Had 

To wip smay with his hand Thea ie 
liknd he ger 

“Gree” I simpli. Why are you doing 
hate 

ie shrugged. “I ike pesnst butter” He 
followed te o's table I set dawn my ty. 
Hiareen plopped down oppose we. "as Your 
fad fied the dora 

“Not yet fold hao He wants to ish hi 
able fiat Ton hel get tothe dom” T 
‘oh Slapy ie alread causing me tobe” 

laraenscrtned he dark bir He broke 
fa ples of my choclate chip cookin ah 
Rute ie im Ws mouth. What” hind of 
trea 








1 il inking aba ere things toda to 
Mary fie, But decd tochang the bec 
“itaersen, do you remember where We are 
ngs” 

‘Hi most dropped ope. “You sn ma™ 

onde. “Were og tothe tage shoo — 
ramones? Wer ging to buy some mag 
aete to un in or iren act Salary 
es” 

ie made a dagute ft. “Yo, Right” he 
router, reteg bo nin his han. “Oar 
‘own at” 

Yau promie” Xriad“e m Ast ieh- 
ay party—and you promised you'd help 

“mally dot want tbe a ln” he com 
plained. “Sot think Pm fn.” 

‘nvr fmm tld i “PonnyJoking” 

He dn sm. "le that one of the jokes 
ote oi tone the party? he ake 
eam. 

“Re have to practin” I aid “Bo well be 
funny. ld buy slo of fay Wik tthe 
‘hop The ki wl Me that” 

Harton sighed, “Hemi we why Tn ding 
a 
“ectone ar my ew roped. 

‘he Whats th rol vasa?” he demanded 

pecan Ms Henly paying te tr 
allars a To ving you fai 


= 





‘atu Wnt do you mesa” Lei 

‘Siian —?" Horaaon sane toting around 
the id fee big armed Bas i in, 
‘ies the wentloga {id hin. "Hes hee 
Me 

“arin gud past me "Where 

yun bake The ventlenut ad vnisod, 

‘Tide yt suse, has ea" 
tu hin we had lappy Aod be aid get 
him, Guts of hi bere to Ite” 

Hara int up hi face“ Wha' hat 
supped to an? Wha hie poten” 

"ehrngz, “How sald 1 kzow”™ 

‘les we” Hava sid “He di tll 
sto give bis bak — 

“wala” Crop 

“Cool, Wa Keping hin” Haron pled 
‘pwn th door to has, We bas rede 20% 
{the ame tine and jm tapes ine 
thornay 














‘ly card game and sit enh ether the 
‘ae he hid wold Like at” 

“tiow abt this on™ He palled anther box 
off the shelt sazme otons. “The Kid 
‘it hs had ender the ade and —" 


“de think mo pled ou tier he 
tiem ale wnnreD exe scernse “This 
hap with 

Bat me 





tating to get enced shot performing Ue 


ary. 

Maybe mel be god, I eought: Maybe thle 
pany ut the tar 

‘Mave mel come te most poplar bth 
iy party dowoe ia em 

Taybo wel become RICH Birchay party 
owns 

Tstrpped the shaping bag buleng with 
magi tacks ovr my bandlabre. A the fe 
Ze roe ha, ng eal ab oo 





Leming oe tty ag c,d 
dropped to my Hands nn knees and began 
‘eantcaly seeing for the ar 1 raid 
fom one von of Une aa he oer, eon 
tinder the desk, under my cairo the 
‘wardrobe. 1 pulled up the bedspread and 
Thabane the ed. 

“Boca? Petey 

osign him 

embed tay fet and spun to the bed 
ron dor, It had been le open when T 
Strive. liad the Lard crawled into the 
iat 

Tied cut ita the al, Seared up and 
own 

‘ead. 

‘ent vies and sui ow the Rall The 
‘rv mae on in the twig ou eked open 
{hs done, Katie nd! Amand were siting om 


% 








“ally, Do” Katie ed. “She's erry Ow! 
‘sur hur my arma aie ate ho hla 
‘Sod made a pouty es 

“i de wee than hat” I thratand, "Lan 
aa” 

draped hi into my rom and showed is 
‘lappy andthe open, empty sage The ile 
‘ao running im. Tey pretended they hat 
Sen any of hs Bore. 

“Tear veryuar fr Peay Dad 
‘eve got fad hl He cant ive ery ang 
coat os or water” 

‘Dad shook his baad sy. He dropped hia 
feo oy bed and tured i he tis. 
"You realy went fon far thi timo” be kd 
(heen 

But wedi do” Kati protest 

ie dat We dit We dt” Amanda 
hana 
"ial, he dummy dds dot” Dad tld them 
stemly“T dont want any are ls, gis, We 
{eile truth in nin towe. mean 

‘Dad med me. “Pay has ts be some 
whore ithe howe, Jian. Ha slaw. He 
‘rds have goo fr. Well ol hunt forbs. 
‘Wet id him Befere be starves to death 
“But wht i he elie into a raditor or 
something?” I walled. "What I we eat fd 
iin 

Tefore Dad could answer, um sme bart 





“Ani Petay poked out trom between the 
Sumy ip 

“Hf” Tt out a gnp. 1 lt go of Da arm 
snd went runing aero the re, 

"Tu lnr lide ron Ings et ove Slaps 
chin Hin ad ered fm side to ie as be 
‘oe hhcing around the room. 

“Peay — haw did you yt in there” Tx 

Teva pale the lard the ret of he way 
cout ofthe dummy. Slaps fi beaily ff he 
{ible and nnded on the Moor ay fs 
(dled Peay taney my and el nme 
‘ak fo Mom ad Dad 

“Het ay T reper 

My parents mor Sth tt oven ia shock, 
Finally Mats opened er pes etc ong 








9 mo. “Sin, go an pt Marlen away 
{hair wardab: Now 

"Tac pl cntinved to potest. 

Teel Petey down carfly inte gas ape 
He ceed patel Re thik be probaly 
‘nie hi ning aden. 

"Tue cage nd we cracked. ut ¢ wil ted 
yer the topo he cage, Tad ure as 08 


STnen [made my way ite th (vine oom, 
Mangtlen wa ating on the i rt of 
‘he TV. Rand the ig dol over my shoo 
Satara ne warded. 

re and Aranda buts 
“Phas on pt bern there 
atom ak Trepied gut. {Janel the 
all amt thet a where the gs coulat 
enc er Tho {ted the wartebe doe.“ 
you want her beck, jut tll the sath” 1 
Iona ther 
Thurvedbeck oy rom od atthe doe 
Peey wae moving rund ithe ge Bec 
ermal 

Took my Baad, ehinking aboot Katie aa 
‘Ananda Tey wore says paling nasty cs 
‘Sree Ty oth deity de erueatroake 
"Te tare the dle of the night Was 
pretty bod Bat hi ws even oe. 
"Revenge Te word burs into my mind. 4 


in eet of me 








e 





{TC alappad the ses of my bagsy, polka 
ovine end aighed. "You ak amzang™ 

Tlarvton growied xt me He crazed the 
tals red br on the top ois ald hen ls 
Face was whi exept a the big, palated Black 
‘tout thatawept fom nebigreber ear tbe 
Stee le ey wore ln inged by ue lick 

STH acer five you fr this, ia” be 
ni "The oe resound is neck bed UD 
Ted down nore waltsd "Jot hope we dak 
Son into any ie we KOR” 

‘We made our way up the Henle’ gravel 
tiveway droging our bg of ticks with. 
‘ran te happy clown, and Haren wat the 
in ca, Mum aed Dud had bth worked 
{igen the costume. 

Ded hod wanted te ld machi! ars 
thet would pop ost Gorm our sides, More 
Convinced hh re moult be able to more 


oy 








arveon and stoped in the dorny and 
stared at shoot ety ite ids, rane 
{ound the ror jumping on he sol, oun 
(A th wll hing eachother wth i 
Serapping wll, throwing sd tps at each 
piss 

‘iis Healy capped hor hands around her 
sama, “be lowe ae heel she sould 
“Sherpne eit dwn fr the own sho” 

take leg tine, bre lle ther al 
sing onthe fone A few a them wore ea 
iting ach ober, and two boys were ame 
‘wreilog on the ala But they were que 
(hough our tsar cur sow. 

“Tim Zapey and he’ Zapp 1 asnounced 
swarm ging 19 ake you igh! Ft we 
(ase 

"aria ad tsk dep bows an era 
Ind art an wel pratt. 

id forte Kiet nagh But tey de 

‘Haerorn and {ered bn sea justo 
cave thay ited ie This cine, Harrie 
‘ed oft ade relly cracked hen! 

"Ta Kid stared us ene. "When Go we 


stenta? trednired ge ako 
‘inh, Wah th show” ten ordered. 
“ite ro bsthdegt T want cake” he red 
ire git eral. 


“Tapay nad tare ping ttl you sme fnny 
woreenock jokes” 1 announced. “Knosk 








Pat tha ah away” Mir Holy sibel. A 
ligne the replace stad to ry. 
“Sorry dart jake” Harrison ep He 
shored tho int the bag 

‘four avery bud ear pnror,Zapoy Lid, 
eaing han or “When coment x, 
oaveall wet 

Tague the pup hidon in my costine 
pact The card diet ut. nquczad Ht 


The water. Nethieg 

i ere’ ard fr yout” Haein xd 
eal tho ear towards ng fee Toul 
‘im squcering the hidden pump is tue. 

‘Bt the ard da gu. 

‘he ie started bears. Two ge 
epancharng each ater srl tho S 
‘Taree tay tard wrestling 

“it yu the corde with water” Harsann 
epee 

Ml Trad, "You were auppored eA 
pend 

"No. You wer, Jia” 

“ini efor eke now" the biethday ee 
“Ths lwne re toi” the oy nest ter 

“Ty stink." oy grumbled ina bared 
nhs and 

"eth chaz” Me Henly sade 


a 





‘he nt inate, But we knew we ado ge bt 
Taaghe wit hs one 
Go aba Sf the ple" urgd the by nd 


ia, 

“They moray ul. They ie want ow 
tue dlwe 

“repo ging to past in eur fees? the i 
ste ke, 

“Ate Zappy and 1 doo thing ke that? 
ind. Ce sea. at 

‘Slody they bent down ol be pie 

‘and bl, wet ib of whipped een st 
anf elated tei ce 

“oop Haein cit. 

‘A arvind he om ids upd nape, 


‘Bethe yap iet ut deafoing brink. 
iy eyes My age et barangay” he 
tap waded, He slapped fatally a sf, 
teeupling wo wipe Ce wiped cream aay 
“its norang me” the it cic She began to 
set Mae feu baming my akin 

ira Henly hurd over Several ether par 
extscame runing oto estoy Alt ofits 
Sree crying The toy and gi wes earings 
‘he tp af tame 

‘rw Healy glared usouly at me. What 
tue you dee then ae nappe. 

“Mune be scthng wera wi the tick" 
xpained amet. 





0 





aroon and | stoped out under dark ie 
‘call raindope hit my fa and shoodere 
Ene the ute clo. ale wan running 
do fc, but Las cr: 

Tet oat bb. “What aT ing to do? 1 
wed. “ow es Lela ons what 
pened? Tn x emrreael™ 

“Tote her me tu” Harrison moaned. 

‘We erage analy dows tothe street, Oct 
trsnate erent ver the gravel ie. Te 
‘lad cunged dia, owing the ld an 
Tito oer foe 

aria trod tome Hi ye asd wt 
selina ce black make-up cls 

“illin,have an dsl he eb "Lats bing 
Slappy ie 








How stout i Haein demanded, “A 
swine mew act What de yu 9 

Wal -ehay” 1 greed, rubing my ore. 
“Atte vo won nel setae and mak 
fee a venta st Tenge the wet rf 
‘fan seaf n the bg." mater wa 
‘elon agai 





1 rane the whl wkend. The eather 
‘ted melon md pect. 

"When Mum ake meow he belay party 
won, Tsnapped, ‘Dan even enton 

‘Mm prot ott ne gl ory fos 
Die Healy, boar she never measoced it fo 

"cere ros in therm and ange 
ty led them fr rising my own ae“ 
esl have Sade ore ide what soap 
‘reamed 

"Bat we did do ik” Katie nls, "We id 
sit touch your stupid ka” 

“We weren’even howe Amanda added. “We 


Telibed tomy et “But when Tan his on 
hc sree tat day, be ated owe 
{member Hold at me fo pet i of lappy 
‘Thente ran sony? 

"Baybee wan inary o something? 
arcvon sald He pulled hea of paper frm 
‘ns jak ook. “Thave his ads bre, Can 
‘yaceome wit oto hse? 

Thatta ads realy want to go and ee 
‘Sinmy Oar But 1 ad wast to an ht 








qin sree in one band Its ju few 
‘ks past Dawson, Tt” Ie celia, 
breathing bard 

“hat pant thro our neihbourhond, 
‘omic te ten sete, an@ ten theca 
‘eral sal eghourhods onthe ether ite 
‘tava. Aer sme mond Boks the house 
‘sume small and doe ope. 

“hie pet ba ule” 1 wid 
‘acm hike bump ovr vrei cack A 
‘rnsy dg caged ua fora ew ck, barking 
St ping a yes 

"We pede past row of boat uploking 
‘mail bomes lined vp ina wecicoked lo, 
"Harrison are you site jou know where 
ote gong?” Tex, 

“el He stared at dhe ado ia bis 


6 


and ati it were roadmap. Sudden, be 


Tod to a squealing ap. Mey —that mart 
ete Bouse Up there.” 

‘He pooted fo 6 Mg, gesinge house 
toed bck in the toe, Neary hides ow 
Aron braces. The bowse ond camel 
ark A roled-up newspaper rated on the rot 
Jt bore the ettering) The lawn was ver 
‘rewn with tal gra and woods. 

"ae Ths i" Haron crinkled the 
ese of pager nd shoved i ito i east 


eck 





We waite, then hnacked again, “Angbdy 
tne Ha 

“arena knoded ane mere He —and the 
‘rent door wrung open 

"Noone tating there. 

poked my howd in, Darkness ina 
Angin bee 

“lat goin” Harsnn urged, ving me oat 
pa "Maybe in the bck somethin” 

‘Thessted “Grint Do sea think me sould” 

‘inte inc ont? aria mid. 

“Well aka ok ep reth and ed 
the way ine 

"Aer hallway led ot along narrow ret 
on Te teen ver the haute ake ow of 
‘healer the windons Bat eve tho 
{din eh I euld ee thatthe oom ws bare. 

“nobody bant™ Hardon calla, capping 
his bande sound ie mouth" Odames Are 
[ou bere Ha vole ened off the bare wall 

"We made oar may gully oo the nex oom. 
Movesent on the fee made me ep. "Oy 
yuck T moaned 

“Coetrcaces!, 

Desens of them. They scape ver sy 
tener 1 then pring wy ae 

“Owe! Get thet fl Gxt thor off me!" 1 
jjomped wp and down, slapping atthe dsrust- 
Jag, warming bags 

“hoon leapt ever them 9 ete up with 








1 eid 1 mae my way int the seal ining 
trom hind the cho.“ mean, ok ean, 
arena Can you we —" 

‘My wor enuaht nay throat. 

Ifamped i Rare. hand sot wp s my 
sett, 

‘Harinon wit ton “Ohh A side mo, 
cape hn threat 

“Wobath ward te ining rom table 
At the human hood ying amir side en he 








“ot ches ti ut” Haren eid. 

Tare tobi. He hod sete ee bacon 
he tale: And sow he wae ping WOU 
al tered book. 

"Wha lath? demanded, evn hac nt 

“Sha ie 80 ol” Haron exied. “Is 
soma Kind of teak. dary Think” 

Whose diary” Take, stepping up ohm 

“Timmy Odumers diary” Harron rele 
His eye scanned the gages. "Wor. Ther all 
Uhl tf about lappy in bere” 

1 pull the Sock fe arrvon's hand 
“Sloppy? What about Sippy” 

Tuchly skimmed he pages Th dary wa 
wren satiny, net handweting, Th Dive 
Tek bd ded. But wa il enya ead even 
{nthe dim ight the dining oom. 

“Ww. his ea be tu” Testa “The 
‘eatgust ust have teen esting» ocr 
Toor aoathing Thi cat tral” 

“Why?” Hserign demanded eagerly: “What 
dose itaay?™ 
SL antelivobe” 1 tammered. My 





erred the dummy fom the effin 
me 
‘nthe the srerer set his en 
ri ato the. dummy. The sorcerers 
(apr es ade Sapp, ready 
etnenkene by the reading fhe ell 
‘ode o eape th sorcerer te 


Slaps" 


these words ar andi in the dar." 
‘old Haren read them agi. 


the ancient words of sorcery te 
wing him ain are wet. on ap of 
per inside the dummy jacket, 
‘When the ancient words. ore rend 
‘loud, the dummy —and the er 
facta. 

hve managed somchow to put 
‘Stapry nse Tat sue bow ik 
iC Teycae fat the ami hep T 
Yhew the Susy Hn the By to be 
led aay an ered. 

Sy oniy hope hat noone es 








(CLICK, SCRAPR. CLICK, SCRAPE, CLICK. 
Scrape 

pla Slaps, ie gs rer his hands 
caging aang the Sor, Paling hime. 
fling himself though he now tou 

arveon and bath gasped ae awhile 
man in Sask won overalls shufed Into the 
‘ows his righthand, be gepped a can, 
fwhich e tapped lng the oor. He wad 
‘ih inp. 

"a oath opaond in serpin ae he so 
He leased evil the cans. “What ae 300 
tet ding tn here” be demandod Head» 
Protos whi of ye 
“Wie. ah ere ooing er Mr Yam" 
1 Sally choked oot 
‘The man. posted Uehind him “Ta the 
aihboun he epic. “Ls the eat daor 
‘pen, Tough Ta bar se somecne had 
roteain™ 








lari ott abil Ig: "Yeu dot 
aly tetewe what ti in that itl ook — 
yer 

“Haye? I replied. ‘Maybe Ido, Mabe tat 
smmy realy ev, Haron Ton ast to 
owe wih 1? 

“Bul Ive got an amanng Men” he protest 
We baka for ap ign “What abut Mary 
eh anes. 

arrowed my eyes at him, “Beeure me? 
‘wha out Mary Ela” 

Shag I euld borrow that doll tem your 
itera Haven opened “Shas 2 ble od 
‘weeping, she'd make a reat my" 

Wl" sared at hin 

“aye we soul ny that Sapp and Mary 
len re boyflond and ified” Haroon 
ensued. Mayor we eld any thay ing 
{eget morro. That could be ana" 

Teawaed. “Sippy and MaryEllen? Youve 
sight Weould be funy. But T rally dent 
frant to do iT really doot want to one 
Slay” 

nk about se” Haran pleaded. “es 0 
ct en, Jillan And wo Sent want tbe 
‘Sows again Jo tis stent t— okay” 








“Diag replied. Bet T kept pitarine 
‘Slaps ei grin. And the words in the ite 
be tuour n= ta 


* 
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"art Dad” | went sereaming dor the sae. 

"They were alrady out on th ont dort, 
Dad war alping Bun wit heck 

Tipu ape ta tam door“ have tll 
yon Taare 

‘Mom turned “Kai nd Amanda ar len 
the tbl, Go and make re they ea a eo 
‘Bane Se and Dad hire toward th sr 
inthe drivers. 

“But Mom "Tad. My mir You have 

‘Tale ater” Mum alt impatient 
‘“Tetve made ws very at dla.” 

"Mell tale sou hen we get omg” Dad 
sd He opened he ea doer nd i bing the 
‘rhea 

‘Mam arid round to the pasenge ade 
ote ncaa aha called. “Pm traning o0, 
‘ian dn want any trouble fan Rnd” 

"But but "Tapered. 





‘hoy were fling the rath The dry tld 


‘Tho dumny wa av! Smashed ed the 





sit ere and ot yur dane” 
pun may and ran up th stair to my 
Pereicd on my dessngable, the lytic 
tub ached ina and, Slay sted acane 
{he rom at me 

"grate hm and ie hm off the desing- 
tabloid i omy bl and a hin dow 
bac 

"The | eahed it he act pocket were 
‘nad ued the it sip of paper 

‘iy fingers fmbled inte pret 
‘varhd the tie pocket. 

‘Then fscurehed the fst oot wen 

Not there. Net there. Noe nr. 

‘Te ap ef peper bad gone. 


Stating down at the grinning damm, 
deny par the whale sary together Te 
‘taily what had happoed 

‘ati nd Amanda wece eng around wish 
ta dum. Py found te sip ef per They 
‘ed the words and troghethe Samay to ie 

"They wer trie. Tread of what they 
Dual de To fghtened to all Mae Da 

"Ta Git biel nal Noro lag oo 
And they new it was al thet fale hated 
ome to fk: They wore too ged to alk 
Sat To fighene shay ge i tere 
‘eat. 


T plkad up th dummy in both hands end 
tara et hs round datk eye“ tro T 
‘rid tru Slap? Did my sisters ring 
Foutolior 
"Th gla ees ganed up at me Th coke, 
redmouth appeared ob laughing et me 
“anit trae" I demande sys irae 


1 grabbed th dummy by the shoulders en 
‘mga take hi sec is bard. Harder, 
"is henry, wooden heed brsneed ou his 
shoulder i arma ew aly up and dow. 

‘hoo hin harder Harder 

holly, opt. vas bring ard, my 
baat pounding in my chest. 

“Team let goa ral my ht 1 dered 
Ioatlenly, ean Ist you dontroy ut 
amy 

Thsve him bak on ode bul: He bounced 
vin then ayo sang ep ae, ew 
tte, pasing out hengng open. 

‘ing to em doen, I made ey way othe 
tup af the stare, “Are yo to sala our 
Sonera, 

"Yee Were eating” Amanda called upto me 
‘rom the diagram. 

Where are ou? What are you ing, sia” 
at eld, 

“Ti berg own" hem, 

{eran he ball inh aoe. Lesning 
cer the ink, I thew cad voter on 
‘nghot fc. Then Taney hands 

Teen drying my hands sad face with « ig 
‘awe when Then rah 

‘Sead the Hour eed to sake, 

‘Sturt th side of te ik And 
tard anne ch, Prom downaais 

Tieet out ints the al, 








ved down the sti, laping tras atte, 
“ate? Amanda? What wren” Tsk 
hurt breuthlnty ito the Sing — 


nd eid ot oh 
‘Seppe siting atthe table? 
Sepp 


"Slow id he gt down here tam 
ered 

“And then my ayes wept over the mos. 

‘Broken dos Spas oped ewes 

Dil gases overtared. ed paghelwans 
acpping down the wall andthe wlad>w eur 
{Gina Sold toneed everywhere, A pile of 
‘gin om the arp. 

fl ced tHe date wins wad. They 
ah pated a Slay. 

"The dunn ehmped in he ha, ad ted 
farward. Ona ar fang 3 iad, The ober 
thd std n'a pad of apaghtt save 02 
the tae 


{he pens, Youve got to come ome! The 
‘dro aie Helle the spaght and— 
find Taped forbes. 

“Shilian stop it Mam replid sternly. 
“tpi ght sm very apps 





Bat Mum —* 1 desperately wanted to tll 
erovrthing Bit she outs of with an era 
period er: 


"illinn stp i. begred yoo, No more tht 
sng wh the vin. You ae inchs, ls 
Youhoveto te te grows” 

“a ot — Mm Faure 

“Dect another word” sb insted. “Tm 0 
leaped nyo. Your father ad twill ey 
‘oho ea diye” 
Towellowed bar, Took « oop bres Aad 
tule bak tho ning-eom 

Theta lck up that dary, Yel T 
ave to lck hip ofr he done any mare 


exp oat 
“hore et” ered. “What i you do with 


‘taper 
"Ere pid er math, bat nosound eae 


“Amanda whimpered and shook her hand 
‘tc Teme "Wheres the dng” 





wove ll bean rounded I tld Harrier, 1 
paced back and Frth im my 2, balancing he 
iene Seton yaoi and hin “My pare 
‘ats ares angry. ay wont even sek ts” 

"Bad wows Havscon murured. 

glance out of the window” A best 
‘nerenes. Bot T woul be going anywhere 
Orseing any ends, 

“ive sever seen them ao angry 1 td 
Harvson. "The spghit stains wot come ot 
the curtaas or the wall. Weve trod every 
‘hing 


“They wa etn] rep “vey te 1 


“And do you really think he's alive? be uke 


‘i i wenn 





tre‘ en Hana 
por rere 


raised oa ny ner nd wll: nme 

My wate ty ere 

Telit do a vemrlogos at with hi. 1 
couhin' ie Slappa chance edo reer 

“pind bother durimy 1 tld Harrison, 
“Thats te only may we can d the act We an 
se Mar-Ble, But {wet ee Sapp. Yau 
veto fn acter dram” 

“Okay ka” he agreed “A new dun. 71 
‘od on. No preblan” 


ies tha” 
‘Ne ite mine” 
‘Need youd sare 
Go and et your awa” 
‘he dat ght broke ota the birthday party 
aout fre minutes afer the guts stated 
‘Searalds can be bets, I shoud ney. 
My siyeard twin sisters ar Bare moat of 
“And ow Harrvn aT too gehen he 
centre of my basement 0c remy Raring at 
Shout ton sa-yearolis, weg, hoping, 
Jumping up abd down, shooting. laughing ae 
‘hating each ther aed the rem. 
Tarren sniggered and shook Me head 
“That prentscolda walt dup then hare 
and gt ot 
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{igh Can you bone ham 

“A atloon ret and He ge with rat 
bait started to ey Harb hurried came 
Ieedown. = 


"The parents were hao 

‘ext dave ven Ms Si ne 
‘Seape and wa bar = 
“Well be aaat dese? the 

aries, nd moi charge "Jat shou 
ead oe 


“arion aly got te ard gt top 
crying Ho huried back to me. A thal! ow 
fe the room and nenry bounced into the 


‘oto ather gre “ 
‘Tioned down oe Hae Sim, the i= 
ay boy taging a my hire “When doe he 
‘how sar?” he demanded. "We wat the how 
tomar 

‘He begam chant and a nope oer bors 
‘no We want he sow! Wot te 

A 

“ats go and eet Manin and Marlen? 
(geretol to Haro, "Atleast the show wll 
“Kap the Kids quit fora while™ 

Maybe" Marion si sbaking hi oud. 


sn «nin, ne 
Sgemcotre 
oes 
Soteacimemaeten 
Sapien 
ee here 
tinier 
SES SSrteoe 
Ete 
baa 
ten 
apa 
fates aw eo 
aortas 
en 
eee 
scree 
hates Lesa 
acecieate 

i ra 
= 

ate tit 
Beno, 
SE annette 
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staring, down at the palate, graning fae. 
Lack up ight” 

“ont pck hin wp” Hasso ordered. “We'l 
othe show. Ten wel get i afm for god. 
kis a, Jian ldo eH ty 1, 
tee 

7 glanced back at tho chaning Kid. They 
‘were gating resten. knew Haren wot 
Fle. know we bad og. withthe ow, 
“tok m dep breath acd ote Slory 
eto arma, Haren peed Marlena 
Ns arta, Then we marched mceee the ave: 
stent obi he at 
“Its my bday” Baie dear, pushing 
sway trough several Kids “So ge best 
at pop doa right in en of Spry 


at down on tal, wenden 
stele raed Sippy and Mary ies to er 
lupe i gripped the demay ae tight a Tel 
‘Westarted aur show 

"M dll"T made Sapp ss. 

“Dea call se dll” Harries made Mary: 
ten rep in high, shri ve lp yar 
tee 





Thats okay with xe. Why do you think 
amy mame ie Slapy?™ T mate the dummy 
oa 


‘fw Kida laughed at that. aned down, 
sud ab Bde make a guste fe, 
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Simkin at my it, Spas oer the walls, the 
‘our Sprayed over he char He. 

“OnbMh These” mgt ered. 

‘A fox put edoar roe pal aren. 
‘Slaps ed is hat back further, Turd 
‘The disgusting eee iui spewed oer every 
Tide squealed and xo atin get. sow 
sty wand up andy trun. But ha eta 
{nthe ereea gunk, nn he tp Icke the 
ou, he deen in he gn 

“asin ayers” ay sereamad, “We bara 
sng ny oe” 
SOWSRBA” Moon of berrr and digust rose 
pews the basse 

Tad to lap my hand over the dumsny’s 
mouth oso the pay 

‘Bat Slappy Jered may fom me, 1 erad 
ut be ai ef my Tap. He dropped to the 
oor Stic om two ated Up hi ond 
fand spewed ut more sf he sinking, thick 
Tai 

Tidy were trying to seramble aay. Some 
seers ring. Ts two hope bent ver, ng 
nth owe 

‘urued io Haron, “What are we sing to 
ase 

Bat before Harrison cold answer, Slappy 
‘oak two steps acres the er. He pale 
‘Bie Skin wih bt waeden hands 

















“Tes mrtng ma!" al had, “Get anc 
Gethin tt 

“Rep aay from me Slappy barked 7h 
‘ht ha art hin BADE ered de 
har, yenking i sro te ae 

Tre in bare. Ride were scesing ad 
crying siping and fling inthe sickening 
‘Thi a De happening! td neal 
"ured to Haren i hi wom sake ia 
‘he green iid hd planed eve hs it 
snayense. 

“Wat ean eGo" eid ever the cream 
ede 

‘He gave me s hala shrog 

‘Tim ping for bg” a hi. 1 tok ff 
toward te basement slain, 

“What do Ju think sure ina? Sapey 
demanded angrily He erted Bie fom ade 


“want my BRIDE Sapyy dota the 
tap this ngs. Tat my ride NOW 

“Okay! Ted, ay vole tremby and mek 
“Okay twee yu our eds, d ou promise 
{ogosay with br? De you prio youl take 
Ines and not hare ene ere™ 

"The dommes ated, nade is 
einaing, mendes Head 

“ensan” be hisoed:*T wel take my bride 


um 
“Shay. Okay. Okay” 1 roped breathlnty, 
twinkling hard 1 armed. Harveon. “Gi 
‘Slap he brid” instructs 
asvaen gaped at me “th” 
“is bie" Tepe, motioning wih bot 
‘nde. "Mary en Cie Slay hie ee” 
“Oh” Harrison caupht on He rise Mary: 
[lg in bos bande Then he essed the 0m, 
‘e Slap. And hana the ig dal obi 
‘Sloppy stared at Marple for slong 
‘The, to my shack, he let out an ancy 
eran” and Boned the dll sae the bar: 
“Are you CRAZY Slippy srwumad, “hat 
aly pice of un She cant hey brie” 
‘Slppy reached eat ed grabbed me by the 
“lian, YOU ar my bride” rin. 





aged gsi. Tagen with all my strength 
‘opal meal tee 

‘But the el dommy’s ap tightened even 

‘taraed to Horse. 1 opened my mosth to 
‘sll hin to run up tie tars, to beng the 
puretsrom nee dor 

‘Bure ould saya word wie rang ot 
‘trough the bases 

“Afonso vice i angry i. 

Set G0 ofthat gt Sapp he vie er 
“She ant your bride FAME 

armed ose wo wa orang, 

Mary! 


mm 


‘Kite scramed nd cred Foer sce dled 
ait he wal hugging each ater 

“The big dll eloped aro the eer, her 
‘tax hai ying behind her Sh taped ht 
‘oer eve es Her hands were cant ito 
Aig fat 

You tortion tick of reiting oad? 
she scene Slap. ‘Sho roe up 10 
im nd gave im herd aoe wih 
fit 


{othpek!™ she soared. “TI tare you into 
[SAWDUST Y you dont shape up 

“as gape in shock, Kae a Amanda ame 

“Ve wanted oll ou Jian” Kato ob 
“But Slay woul lt ua Th fst dy 
‘Dad rougher home ae art talking 2 
‘a Onerng us arond She sald swe ad any 
(no, abd bare un We didnt how wha oe 
WWe'vera so sari. We'd never had al ho 

“aaryBlen di eerything” Amanda exe 
“Siesta your liar a Slapy' moth, Sho 
Ik the dishes and tre he spagbeit rr) 
‘whore. She serie thas teangea in ou 

She cared the dumay overreher” Kate 
‘adda. “Marylon mace Amand td ay 
It was the dummy who de everything, But 
‘lappy was alive" unl the par! Ho was 
‘never lve! Mary Be dearth” 

"Sho wanted te hurt you and get you 
‘wouble” Amanda ld me 

“Adal and my beth alive, Beth on. 
"The rennet ain ols 

‘Tearved te Mary Elen “Wh choad out 
"Wy id you do al tow things to met” 

‘Tho doll rd lipe formed an eng ans. 
"Because you sa You led” sh geld 
"Because Jou never wasted Ss gato AD 





us 


‘me anvvbere. You slapped me, Jian, ant 
Sew mos, one my ha i the 


ens ee ate with fay. 2 you 
aieomee “ou he steed 





“1 will rle™ Sloppy ddard, raising both 
hao high aboee hsb in try "But mo 
with an uly re det ike ou! 

stared dow at Mary Bien, sprawled oo 
tar bac on the fore. Hise vin prom wide, 
“Why dont you sar to bay gue goo” be 
soared "Maybe someone wil hin youre 
He pullod his big she back and gave her 
hard Mi inthe td, ‘manent tho baby 
aly oat an burp br” hedovared nasty. 
"Ho pulled back hie et and ised the dl. 


BaryBlen diet move. 

Grinning in tun Slap apn rund ae 
raed my went agin. "Come with!” he 
len. 

“Let go of me! Lat go” I shricked 

‘over be ered You are ny bride new, 
lan You wl go wherever Ta yo 


na 





‘oped nk clad hae rd 


oDre Yoxe hating ma Kilda ot 
tater 
"ie threw back his baad and tere a sara 


Amand dled together aginst the wall. 
‘ire bak to Harr asthe dll and the 
my ban edt. 

"They ereted over the Hoo, rolling oer 
ni oer trosph the dingsting gross 100 
Punching at ene otc. setchig ing. 

Up a their feet, thelr arms ghtoning 
svn wach aber, they wrestled, shoved ech 
‘tr anna the wal tubo oer terse 
{Sde, Kneeked ovr the two wooden tls 
Aoppied tha trthday cae othe one 

“Groning and mening, they wre, tear 
ng st each ther, lapping, pulling ea ober 


Tumbled fer tem. Thay bounced off he 
‘woe tabla Sumed rer he ce tae Dad 
The toe working o or leg led op 
ti, sprending green gunk ore the plished 
‘won 


hod then... thea... all happened #0 
for. 

sw Slppys hand shan ou. Saw him fick 
cathe buen 

"The rar af the hig maw made me core ny 
“Redan Taare in aback, ex hands 2 my 
ead Loew Sapp shove Mary len. ahors 
Revs sabere her tt he whirog bomen 
Bi 





“OMRRAR Tene a ery here. bee 

‘Slappy’shand crapledClaned ley 
the for 

Tle dda snore agin 

‘oda dowp beat and ld. L shut my 
yee and cumiad to ten, strung to le 
mye 

"A enmittion hind ine made me open sty 
gee snd min voand. I saw Harrison running 
‘dwn the stare, Several parent llamo if 
‘Fallon be had ran net rt ot then. 

ids wore wceaming and eying. U hugged 
Katie wal Armas, 

‘Mar. and Da stopped ivy down the 
‘lle “What i hie agatng mas™ 

“Wel? Tepe, es toe long sary. * 





“Baton — what ee you dag ith a1 


am 


“uot rend ho ele 

1 war nearly ton tlc that nighe T wae 
snaly stng to fot ater My baebost 
Ine roared to normal My legs had ppd 
reine 


‘Wetiad spent thereat of the day apoloiing 
to fe Sian and tector parents Then we 
‘pitched ato dons up the bacon 

Mu ad Dad were il mardi = fll 
planation, T ean sire how Teva ever 





ryan slowly, afl, wi rat 
Interest. 


"cant blew you atlethat od dary? 1 
ssa. 





‘arin ld th il oak ene rea 
“at age Ue dumanys body may bo destroyed — 
‘tte el opr ay not be led. wil ust 
"ve o 5 anatberboy 

T shoe my bed. “Wel, thax selous” 7 
coud Spy end De ded, do 
"Harsishrge. “The diary aay the ei 
ante pueda mean who was ns 10 Uae 


ured io Kati nd Amanda “That's rie 
toast 

“Py looked up fom the TV and grinned at 
Marracn and 

Tnarromed my eos and stated the, Why 
‘do they have wich strange gros on the facet 
Tendered 

Tare at them fr a on we, 

“Haris” 1 wipered Cuost what? Po 
‘ally ping we got my evens” 

Ti bck ny bend pened ny mouth wide, 
turned tomy sisters ad peed thick Eee 
fuuk allover them. 


